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PCCF Celebrates 20th Anniversary 

The Foundation was fortunate to have co-founders, Shirley Bowser and the 

late, Doris Yamarick. On September 13, 2000, they led the charge and brought 

the community leaders together to explore the possibility of establishing a Com-

munity Foundation.  Upon receiving a grant from the Kellogg Foundation and 

after extensive research, the group affiliated with the Columbus Foundation 

and applied to become a nonprofit. In October of 2001, the status of a 501(c)3 

nonprofit became a reality and the Pickaway County Community Foundation 

was incorporated. The original board of directors were: Shirley Bowser (Chair); Doris Yamarick (Vice Chair); Mike 

Harrison (Treasurer); Linda Stevenson (Secretary); additional directors included: Charles Will, Mike Estadt, Mike 

Logan, Kelly Fuller, Marcia Hall and Marti Prince.   

The Pickaway County Community Foundation provided, and continues to provide an opportunity for individuals 

and businesses to give back to their community to ensure that gifts will benefit future generations.  Donating to a 

foundation allows donors to exercise civic pride and social reasonability by giving a gift that will serve their com-

munity in perpetuity.  It also provides the rural area with a unique way to ensure that economic resources remain 

in and benefit the county at large.  

In August, nearly 100 donors, fund holders and community leaders came together to join in the celebration of the 

Foundation’s 20th anniversary. PCCF Chair, Rose Vargo McFarland, shared many of the highpoints of the past 20 

years. During her reflection she recognized the former PCCF Board Chairs and mentioned the diversity of the or-

ganizations and areas around Pickaway County that PCCF has assisted.  PCCF has played an integral role in the 

county over the past 20 years by providing grants, assisting donors with setting up funds, and promoting philan-

thropy. The Education Foundations were created by PCCF.  The Agri-

culture, Leadership and Education Funds are on-going funds that re-

flect the values and core needs of Pickaway County. The Mary Virginia 

Crites Hannan Park is an excellent example of the outcome that a pas-

sion for philanthropy can play in bettering the community. 

Jessica Mullins, second Vice Chair of the PCCF Board, shared the fu-

ture plan of the Foundation. Those plans include embarking in a part-

nership with the Pickaway County Library to open a Children’s Muse-

um.  The goal is for children to have a facility that will promote physi-

cal and mental individual growth as well as provide innovative and in-

clusive experiences that inspire kindness, joy, creativity and curiosity in 

our youth.  This facility will be interactive and provide parents and 

children an opportunity to learn together.  

Pickaway County Community Foundation Mission 

To provide charitable resources and expertise that improve the quality of life in Pickaway County.  



PCCF Celebrates 20th Anniversary (continued) 

Mullins went on to share that with the announcement of the United Way of Pickaway County closing, 

PCCF has opened a Community Impact Fund.  This will allow for payroll deductions from participating 

employers to be directed to this fund, which the PCCF Board has set up to be an unrestricted fund that is 

not subject to administrative fees. This fund will allow all contributions by donors to be returned to the 

Pickaway County community in the form of grants. With this change PCCF will be bringing on Jama 

Cobb, the former Executive Director of the Pickaway County United Way, to serve as the PCCF Grant's 

Coordinator.  

 

PCCF will continue to have events that will bring our community together to learn about what PCCF 

does for the community. These signature events include the Farm to Plate, Step Out in Style and the up-

coming PCCF in Axe-tion which will be an evening of locally provided entertainment, food and mu-

sic. PCCF will continue to provide programming to other nonprofits. Brown bag luncheons will continue 

monthly as well as the quarterly trainings.   



$20,000 for 20 Years 

The Pickaway County Community Foundation Board 

voted to give $20,000 in grants in honor of the 20th anni-

versary.  The Board selected two projects to support.   

The Ted Lewis Park is 17.8 acres that will be revitalized 

and will include a splash pad, three season shelter house, 

new children’s playground, walking paths and much 

more.  To support this project, the PCCF Board presented 

a check in the amount of $10,000.  

The Ashville Area Heritage Society also received a grant 

for $10,000 for the renovation to the garden area at the 

Ohio’s Small Town Museum. The Museum was started in 

1975. It includes memorabilia and artifacts from the Ash-

ville area.   

 

   “A dream you dream alone is only a dream.   

      A dream you dream together is reality.”  John Lennon 

2008 

Dream big is what Ralph Starkey did with his plan for the 

Mary Virginia Crites Hannan Park. Starkey a former board 

chair for PCCF, enlisted help from others, including assistance 

from government and the W. K. Kellogg Foundation to put his 

plan in place. He envisioned a playground for children of all 

abilities. Through his dedication to the park, the Boundless 

Playground opened in 2008. The Boundless Playground Fund 

continues to support the installation and maintenance of the 

play ground equipment at the MVCH Park. 

The PCCF Board wanted to further deliver on his vision. The 

Pickaway County Community Foundation’s Boundless Play-

ground Fund partnered with the Pickaway County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities, the Well Being Fund, and the 

Ashville Masons to add the We-Go-Swing to the Mary Virgin-

ia Crites Hannan Park. This is the first wheelchair swing that 

does not require a child to be transferred from their wheel-

chair. This revolutionary design allows for children of all abil-

ities to swing together for an inclusive play experience. PCCF 

is going to continue to strive for inclusion in work and play 

that will continue to build a stronger community.  
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Pickaway County Community Foundation 

UPCOMING EVENT:

 

Come and join PCCF for a night of axe throwing, live music, food and fun. All skill levels welcome. The 

event will be held at Heritage Hall at the Pickaway Agriculture and Event Center on November 6, 2021 

from 6:00-11:00 p.m.  Tickets are available for the event through November 1st.   


